
MSHA Dust Sample Results - Metal and Nonmetal Mines
CY 1992-1997*

(from sampling data processed as of April 23, 1997)

Table 1 - Mine Data
Mines w/ Quartz 

Concentration > PEL
Mines w/ Quartz 

Concentration > 1.2 x PEL
Mines w/ Quartz 

Concentration > 2 x PEL

Calendar 
Year

Mines 
Sampled Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

1992 4,288 615 14.3% 502 11.7% 302 7.0%
1993 3,635 409 11.3% 327 9.0% 177 4.9%
1994 4,176 506 12.1% 400 9.6% 218 5.2%
1995 3,672 351 9.6% 278 7.6% 143 3.9%
1996 4,229 519 12.3% 415 9.8% 196 4.6%
1997 645 85 13.2% 66 10.2% 31 4.8%

Table 2 - Sample Data Samples > PEL Samples > 1.2 x PEL Samples > 2 x PEL
Calendar 

Year
Number of 
Samples Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

1992 13,442 1,082 8.0% 858 6.4% 454 3.4%
1993 11,427 712 6.2% 552 4.8% 259 2.3%
1994 17,109 836 4.9% 638 3.7% 304 1.8%
1995 13,703 615 4.5% 473 3.5% 204 1.5%
1996 17,168 907 5.3% 693 4.0% 294 1.7%
1997 2,517 141 5.6% 110 4.4% 43 1.7%

Totals 75,366 4,293 5.7% 3,324 4.4% 1,558 2.1%
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